
First Paper of the Year

Fischer: Academic English II

 The first paper of the year has two goals: 1) to introduce yourself to me so I know whom I’m 

working with the rest of the year, and 2) to make sure you know how to format a college-prep paper 

correctly.

Don’t worry about the second goal until our computers arrive. For now, you’re going to draft a 

hand-written paper. I’d like to see how you work without a computer anyhow.

To meet the first goal, I would like you to tell me about yourself in a letter form. This is a chance 

to tell me in your own individual just-who-you-are voice some of the things you think I’d like to know 

about you and the things you think I ought to know about you in order to understand you and to be your 

English teacher which, like it or not, is a relationship of a rather personal kind. Something you write today 

might cut through two or three months of potential misunderstanding. Who knows?

Write this in four sections according to the categories below. The length of each will vary 

according to how important it is in your way of thinking about yourself:

1. family and home life

2. friends, activities, enthusiasms, accomplishments, stuff you identify with and care about

3. you as a learner, particularly last year, particularly as a reader and writer (since that’s what we 

do in English). You can be specific about classes and teachers if it helps you explain yourself.

4. goals and plans you have for this year, both in school and out, anything you’re looking 

forward to or worried about

Don’t say anything so personal it makes you feel uncomfortable (unless you’re comfortable with 

it – duh!), but I’d be glad to know about any family, home, social life, or work situation that you could 

predict will have an impact on your life as a student this year. Tell me about things that matter to you and 

are an essential part of your world and your identity. Thanks a lot.


