
Number eight is very smart. Once he gets going, he can give long, coherent, 
speeches that raise doubts about most of the points the jurors bring up, including their 
rejection of the boy’s alibi that he was at the movies and lost the knife:

And maybe he didn’t lie. Maybe he did lose the knife and maybe he did go to the 
movies. Maybe the reason the cashier didn’t see him was because he sneaked into 
the movies, and maybe he was ashamed to say so. [Looks around]. Is there anybody 
here who didn’t sneak into the movies once or twice when they were young? [There 
is a long silence]. (24) 

The repetition of the word “maybe” shows, again, that eight gets the meaning of reason-
able doubt. All these maybes add up to ways in which the jurors can doubt what they 
believe they know about the boy’s testimony. His last question, and the silence that it 
brings from the other jurors, shows that he knows how to get the jurors to reflect on their 
common experience, to see the boy’s situation in the light of what ordinary people might 
do. Since they might have sneaked into movies when they were kids, they can believe 
that the boy’s story might be true.
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Prepare: I start with 
my own words, to 
get across an idea 
that I want to say 
about my subject, 
and to lead into 
the quotation. 
Note that I don’t 
need any inelegant 
announcement 
language, like: The 
following quota-
tion will prove 
that…
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Note the quote: 
I use the colon to 
start it, and sur-
round the exact 
words from the 
book in quota-
tion marks. I put 
the page number 
from the book in 
( ) after the quote. 
The end punctua-
tion follows the 
( ).
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After the quote 
comes the explore. 
Once again, in my 
own words, I con-
tinue with the idea 
raised by the quota-
tion, using the quo-
tation to make my 
point clear to the 
reader. The explore 
belongs in the 
same paragraph as 
the quotation be-
cause it continues 
the idea. Note that 
I don’t need any in-
elegant announce-
ment language, 
like: The meaning 
of this quotation is 
that…

One thing that makes number 
eight an effective juror is that he 
understands what juries are sup-
posed to do. He shows this many 
times, as in this instance when he 
raises an issue about the knife: 
“I’m not trying to make anyone 
accept it. I’m just saying it’s pos-
sible” (24).   This comment shows 
that juror eight understands the 
concept of reasonable doubt. He 
is not trying to prove that the 
boys didn’t do it, but rather to 
show that it’s possible to doubt 
the evidence.

The above is what is called a “full-sentence quotation,” since it takes one or more 
complete sentences from the source. The two other forms of direct quotation you 
are expected to use are run-in quotation, and indented quotation.

An indented quotation is just like a full-sentence 
only longer:  4 or more lines. You treat it the same ex-
cept that, instead of “  ”,  you indent the whole thing 
1 inch further in on the left so it is shaped like this:

A run-in quotation chooses just a 
word or phrase from the source and 
sticks it neatly, in quotation marks, into 
the words of your own sentence: Num-
ber eight understands that a simple 
gesture of friendship, such as when 
he says “I’ll take one” (35) to number 
two’s offer of a cough drop, can win 
allies on the jury. 
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